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Offering Quality Veterinary Care for Horses in Northern New Mexico
DOUGLAS THAL, DVM « CHASE KOHNE, DVM + STUART McCALL, DVM « MARY FLITNER, DVM

To Our Valued Clients and Friends,

It is with great excitement that |
write this, the Spring 2005 edition of
our newsletter. It has been eight years
sincel started the practicewith asingle
vet truck. In that time, Thal Equine has
undergone a transformation from a
small, one-doctor equine practice to a
four-doctor practice with four mobile
units, a full service equine hospital in
Taos, a small satellitein Las Vegas, and
now full mobile service to the Santa Fe
area. We have done this because there
has been enough demand for a higher
intensity, more well-equipped equine
practice. Better horses and more horse
people increasingly require a higher
level of equine veterinary medicine.

Weregularly performcolic surgery,
arthroscopy and gastroscopy. We
continue to provide detailed lameness
exams, progressive dentistry, repro—
duction, and all the other areas of
quality equine veterinary medicine that
have made the reputation of the
practice.

We are proud to welcome Dr. Suart
McCall and Dr. Mary Flitner to our
practice. These two talented and
experienced veterinarians will help us
to continue to offer the best in equine
medicine and surgery to our homearea,
and allow us to have the resources to
enter the Santa Fe equine community.

Our website has had a makeover
and is now a very useful resource.
Educational brochures are available
that you can download, and information
on the full line of Platinum equine
supplements (high quality productsthat
we regularly recommend).

Once again, | want to thank you,
our loyal clients, for standing by us all
theseyears. e are more committed than
ever to providing you and your horses
with the best in equine veterinary care.

Best Wishes for a happy 2005!
Sincerely,

Doug Thal, DVM and the
Saff of Thal Equine, LLC

Welcome, Dr. Stuart McCall and

Dr. Mary Flitner!

We are proud to announce that two outstanding veterinarians have joined Thal Equine.
Dr. Stuart McCall and Dr. Mary Flitner joined the practice in February and will help provide
better service to clients in the Santa Fe and Las Vegas areas. Both veterinarians can be con-

tacted through our Taos office.

Dr. Stuart McCall

Dr. McCall isworking primarily in hishome
area of Santa Fe, where he has been practicing
ingeneral equine practice at theArk Veterinary
Hospital since 1989. Many of you already know
Dr. McCall. We are excited to fuse his style of
practice with ours. He extends the reach of our
practiceto the Santa Fe area. Heisfully outfit-
ted there to provide complete mobile service
and hastheresources of our Taos hospital avail-
ablefor horses needing more care.

Dr. McCall grew up inwestern North Caro-
linaand has had akeen interest in horses since
childhood. He graduated from Eastern School
of Farriery in MartinsvilleVirginiain 1978 and
worked as a professional farrier until gradua-
tion from veterinary school.

Heattended Duke University, New Mexico
State University and North Carolina State Uni-
verdty andreceivedaB.S.inBiology in 1982. He
received aDoctor of Veterinary Medicinefrom
North Carolina State University in 1987. He
worked at Carolina Equine Clinic in Southern
Pines, North Carolinafor two yearsin asurgical
referral practice. Eventually, a love of New
Mexico, riding in the mountains, and hunting
and fishing brought him to Santa Fe.

Dr. McCall has special interest in farriery
and in the prevention of lameness. He is aso
interested in the interaction between horsesand
people and their mutual education.

Dr. Mary Flitner

Dr. Mary Flitner isworking primarily in
the LasVegas, New Mexico areaafew days
per week, which provides more coveragefor
that area. Sheis available for appointments
and emergency callsthrough our mainclinic
number.

Dr. Flitner attended undergraduate and
veterinary school at Colorado State Univer-
sity. In undergraduate school, she majored
in Equine Science and was activein various
equine activities, including horse judging,
rodeo team, and the equestrian team. While
in vet school she focused her education on
equine medicine and surgery and was
awarded theAmerican College of Veterinary
Surgeons (ACV S) Student award for excel-
lence in equine surgery.

Dr. Flitner interned at Arizona Equine
Medical and Surgical Center after graduat-
ing from vet school in 1997. Arizona Equine
isalargereferral clinic in the Phoenix area
that drawsreferrals from four states as well
asproviding quality equine careto thelocal
performance, pleasure and race horse popu-
lation. Her internship gained her invaluable
experience in equine medicine, surgery, re-
production, dentistry, lameness and
neonatol ogy.

Continued on Page 2



THE NEW FACE OF OUR PRACTICE

What does it mean to you?

Quite simply...
e Topquality service
e More services provided.
e Highquality equine practicefor more of
northern New Mexico.
For all service, including emergencies,
you must still call the Taos number. All calls
arerouted from there! 505-737-5322.

Taos hospital
Thisfacility isthe center of our practice.

Ours is the most well-equipped facility be-

tween Albuguerque and Denver.
Itisafull-service equineclinic that pro-

videsthefollowing:

e Advanced diagnostics including video
gastroscopy, quality x-ray and ultra-
sound.

*  Well equipped in-house laboratory.

e Surgery including colic surgery and

arthroscopy.

e Set up to provide excellent after-hours
intensive care.

*  We havevideo monitored, heated stalls
and a veterinarian on premises.

e Teamof on-call staff to provide support
for intensive care and post-operative
colic cases.

Santa Fe

We now offer service to the Santa Fe
areal

Dr. McCall isfully outfitted to provide
mobileservicein SantaFe. Heisavailablefor
regularly scheduled appointments and tak-
ing emergencies.

Our satellite location for appointments
in Santa Feisat Gan Eden Ranch, off High-
way 14, six miles southeast of 1-25. We will
house marestherefor breeding and can hos-

pitalize horsesif needed.

Surgical cases and intense medical
cases will still go to the Taos hospital.

Dr. Thal will have also have scheduled
daysinthe SantaFearea. Cal 505-737-5322t0
schedul e appointments and for emergencies.

Las Vegas and northeastern
New Mexico

Dr. Mary Flitner providesserviceinthis
area. Dr. Thal will continueto have scheduled
days here. The net result will be additional
servicefor our Las Vegas areaclients.

Serious medical and surgical caseswill
be cared for at the Taos hospital.

Taos and surrounding areas

Dr. Kohne, Dr. Thal and the Taos staff
will continue to provide the same level of
serviceto our Taos clientele.

Protect your horses with PreventiCare’s Colic Assurance Plan

We encourage you to enroll your horses
inthe Pfizer Preventicare program. Whilewe
have many horses enrolled, there should be
many more horsesin the program. Itisagood
program that has helped many horses!

PreventiCareisbasically colicinsurance
packaged with a program of routine preven-
tative health carefor your horse. Itisprovided
by Pfizer Animal Health (manufacturer of
Strongid C, the pelleted daily dewormer) and
your veterinarian. Theideaisthat if you fol-
low Pfizer’s requirements for PreventiCare
(whichincludes maintenance on Strongid C)
and your horse suffers a bout of calic that
requiressurgery, Pfizer will pay $5000 toward
thecost of thecolic surgery. Colic surgery is
extremely expensive and thisisagood way
to protect your valued horses.

Theideaisthat by feeding asmall mea-
sured amount of dewormer daily, colonization
of the gut by parasites is prevented and so
chronic damage to the gut is reduced and
colicislesslikely. Pfizer believesenoughin
the product to offer the program. My experi-
ence with Strongid C hasbeen very positive.
| must say that every horse that | have seen
on Strongid C hasimproved in condition and
in coat and seemstorequirelessfeed to main-
tain good condition. Pfizer stands behind the
program and will pay without argument if the
requirements have all been followed.

Here’s how it works:
1 You enroll your horse in PreventiCare.
and you prepay aflat feefor the service

for the year. We fill out the necessary
paperwork and send it to Pfizer. This
commits you to and pays for spring
andfall veterinary visitswhichinclude
recommended vaccines, twice annual
deworming, brief examand dental exam
and advise on feeding or management.

2. You agree to have your vet perform
whatever other work isindicated by the
exams(dentistry, for example). Theprice
does not include a farm or office call
and does not include these additional
services

3. Thehorseisstarted on and maintained
on Strongid C. You must purchase all
Strongid Cfrom our practice. Our prices
arecompetitive.

4. If your horse colics and requires colic
surgery, we contact Pfizer. You till have
to pay for the services as they are per-
formed unless other arrangements have
been made with the practice. Pfizer will
then reimburse you up to $5000 toward
the cost of the surgery and aftercare.

5. Youre-enroll each year to maintain your
horses on the program.

This program makes sense if you plan
to maintain your horse on agood preventa-
tive maintenance plan anyway. It is alittle
more expensive, but you get a lot for your
money and |ots of peace of mind.

Call the office to make an appointment
to enroll your horse today!

Welcome, continued from Page 1

Dr. Hitner and her husband then moved
to Wyoming to hisfamily ranch. There she
attended to the ranch’s large herd of Quar-
ter horses and commercial cattle. She also
started amixed animal veterinary clinic.

Inthefall of 2004, Dr. Flitner and her
husband sold her veterinary practice and
their property and moved to the Las Vegas
areato manage aranch for her family.

When not busy with her two children
and veterinary medicine, Dr. Flitner enjoys
training barrel horses and developing and
promoting their Quarter horse breeding
program.

Though she enjoysall aspectsof equine
practice, Dr. Flitner has devel oped aparticu-
lar interest in equine reproduction and
dentistry. Sheislooking forward to serving
the horse people in the Las Vegas area.

With the addition of these two experi-
enced veterinarians, the practice now offers
full equine veterinary services to the Santa
Fe area and improved coverage for the Las
Vegasarea. Alwayscall themain office num-
ber for appointments and emergencies.

For more information, go to www.
thalegquine.com, or call 505-737-5322.



WHAT’'S NEW AT THAL EQUINE?

Microchip Identification

Thereis considerable change within the
animal identificationfield thesedays. TheU.S.
Department of Agriculture is working on
implementing aNAIS (National Animad |den-
tification System). Theideaof thissystemis
to permanently ID all livestock, including
horses, primarily sothat animalscan betracked
in case of amajor disease outbreak and dis-
ease sources identified. It will also assist in
animal recovery in the case of loss or theft

Wefeel that microchip implantation will
probably be a part of this. The A.V.I.D. sys-
temistheleading systeminthe country. More
horses have been implanted with this chip
than others. Thisiswhy we selected thissys-
tem.

A.V.I.D. microchip identification isnow
availablefor your horsesat Thal Equine. Mi-
crochips offer a permanent proof of
ownership, withaunique | D number for your
horse.

A.V.I.D. standsfor American Veterinary
| dentification Devices. Themicrochipisatiny
computer chip, about the size of a grain of
rice, which hasanidentification number pro-
grammed into it. It is encased in a smooth,
strong biocompatible glass, small enough to
fit into ahypodermic needle. Thischipisin-
jected deeply under the skin, into the nuchal
ligament halfway between the poll and the
withers, just below the mane. The microchip

must beimplanted in asterileway by aveteri-
narian. Done properly, itisasimple and very
safe procedure.

Onceimplanted, themicrochipisguaran-
teedfor thelife of thehorse. Thisidentification
cannot be lost, altered or intentionally re-
moved. Your horse will react to this in the
same way as they would to any other injec-
tion. Onceinjected, the microchipisanchored
in place by athin layer of connective tissue
that formsaround it.

If ahorseis sold, the ID number can be
transferred to the new owner. Like other regis-
tration, it isimportant to keep this up to date.

Microchip identification offers horse
owners an easly affordable way to perma-
nently 1D their animals. If the horseisstolen,
the chip number provides law enforcement a
way toidentify theanimal and givesyou proof
that it isyour horse. The microchip informa-
tion is backed up on the AVID database, as
well as with your horse's veterinary records
hereat Thal Equine.

Quality Equine Supplements

now available at Thal Equine
We are pleased to announce that Thal
Equinenow carriesthefull lineof high quality
Platinum Performance Equine therapeutic
products.
From a veterinary standpoint, our doc-
tors can advise you on the following:

e Your nutrition program: These products
help provide basic nutrition. Daily re-
quirements of trace minerals, proteins,
vitamins, essential oils, and carbohy-
drates, as outlined by the National
Research Council (NRC).

e Preventive nutrition: Supplementation
of thediet to prevent deficienciesin spe-
cific nutrients caused by mineral
deficienciesin the soil, and loss of nu-
trientsduring storing and manufacturing
techniques. Preventative nutrition can
reduce risk factors associated with de-
generative diseases in horses.

e Therapeutic nutrition: Using specific nu-
trientsand supplementsto treat specific
diseases and degenerative conditions.

e Sportsnutrition: Utilizing acombination
of nutrients, in amounts often exceed-
ing those required for basic nutrition,
toincrease athletic performanceand fa-
cilitate tissue healing.

Updated Thal Equine Website

Many new featuresand itemshave been
added to the Thal Equine website. You can
download AAEP sinformativearticlesabout
horse health care on a variety of subjects,
view the current and previous newsletter,
and read articlesby Dr. Thal ontimely health
care concerns.

Checkit out! Gotowww.thalequine.com.

We offer excellent quality equine den-
tal serviceswith state-of-the-art equipment
and the most experience in the region. We
have a common sense approach to den-
tistry, and wetailor our dental approach to
the whole horse and to the needs of the
owner. Our vets are well equipped to pro-
vide these services.

While most horses require some den-
tal maintenance, not all require intensive
motorized dentistry on aregular schedule.
| have awaysfelt that too much dentistry
isjust asbad or worsethantoo little. Obvi-
ously, equine teeth have worked for them
for millions of years. With the advent of
powerful motorized instruments, it hasbe-
come easy to take too much tooth or to
damageteethirreversibly, and some people
have donethis. It never made senseto me
that we should be too aggressivein trying
to change something that we didn’t design
in the first place. Years ago, | settled on a
thorough but conservative approach.

Veterinarians' thoughts on dentistry
have changed aswe have seen how horses

EQUINE DENTISTRY

which have gotten aggressive dental mainte-
nance with motorized equipment have fared
over theyears. There have been many horses
gresatly helped by the smart use of thesetech-
niques. Unfortunately, some horses have been
hurt by overaggressive use of power tools.

Some important points

»  Thereismoreand more controversy over
how aggressive to be in shaping teeth,
with thetrend moving toward being more
conservative.

*  Recent research on normal horses has
shown that in horses having no dental
problems, there is no advantage (with
respect to weight gain) to smoothing
dental points versus leaving them alone
to function as nature intended.

»  Thereasonannual dentistry isoften rec-
ommended is a matter of maintenance,
and of preventing a problem of dental
overgrowth in the future.

»  Domestic horseshave variable needsfor
dental maintenance and all need careful
dental examination onaregular basis.

e The dental needs of performance
horsesintraining may bedifferent. Pro-
cedures practiced on these horses to
“improve performance”’ should not be
confused with those practiced for their
basic health.

e |tisalso important to know that it is
illegal in New Mexico for non-veteri-
narians to practice dentistry on your
horse without direct supervision by a
veterinarian. This means that the vet
needs to have looked at your horse,
and is present on the premises while
the person is doing the teeth.

e |tisillega and unsafefor non-veterinar-
ians to use sedatives and tranquilizers
on your horse.

The equine veterinarians in our prac-
tice sharethe same goal: The well-being of
thehhorsewhile performing at itsbest for its
intended use. We start by looking at the
general health of your horse and your spe-
cific needs. We then do a careful dental
exam. With thisknowledge, we cantailor a
dental plan based on your horse's needs.
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SPRING SPECIALS - MARCH THROUGH JUNE

INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING:
O spring Veterinary Exam O Dental Exam O Deworming O  vaccinations

The basic vaccines included in the spring special are EWT, West Nile, and flu/rhino. We are also offering a package with the
intranasal flu vaccine. Call us for information on how and why to fit this into your program.

REASONS TO DO THE SPRING SPECIAL:

1. ITISIMPORTANT FOR YOUR HORSE'S HEALTH.You expect your horses to give you good service. Proper preventative care
will keep them healthier, performing better and living longer!

2. ITIS COST EFFECTIVE. By bundling these services we can give you a good deal! The spring special is not much more
expensive than buying the separate products yourself.

3. INCLUDES A BRIEF VETERINARY EXAM AND A DENTAL EXAM. We will answer any questions you have as we examine
your horse. Finding problems early saves you money in the long run. A Thal Equine dental exam is thorough: each tooth is
visualized and felt if needed.

4. WE USE ONLY THE FINEST PRODUCTS. You can be sure that the vaccines and dewormers are high quality, non-reactive
and appropriate for your situation. Liquid worming gives high blood levels of wormer and an effective kill of parasites. There
are many different products out there. Let us provide you with the right ones!

This year’s spring specials are as important as ever. West Nile Virus, although less of a problem at the moment,

will always be here. It is critical to keep your horses vaccinated.

CALL THE CLINIC to set up an appointment or for more information. Discounts are given for 5 or more and for 10 or more horses at
a location.
HOURS: 8-4 M-F and 8-12 Sat. * Spring/Summer hours begin March 15: 8-5 M-F and 8-12 Sat.

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE. 505-737-5322

2005 SPRING SPECIALS B o eced i

specials. If you choose

Service Cost (1) 2109 10 or Equimax paste or Quest Plus
hor ses more for tapeworms, add $8.00 to
I I these prices.
Spring Special # 1: — BAT, YWest Mileg,
ceswior rning, brief examn, dental exam. Mo flufrhino, ¥ #:47 gach $adeat ARTIFICIAL
Spring Special #2: EWT, flufrhino, West MNile, 72 470 gach 460 each INSEMINATION
ceswir rning, brief examn, dental exam, WITH COOLED
I
Spring Special #3: EWT, IM rhino and infranasal SHIPPED SEMEN
i, wiest Mile, dewaorming, brief examn, dental t70 £74 sach 472 each Thinking of breeding
SRl your mare this year?
. ) . Contactus
While we encourage you to have us examine your horses as part of the spring or check our website for
special, we will dispense vaccines at competitive prices. We also have other more information
vaccines available. Call us for details. :




